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SFU “B” Certification Section
	The B Criteria

Designated Breadth (B) courses expose students to new theoretical perspectives, forms of thought and modes of enquiry. To qualify as a B course, a course should be intellectually accessible to “non-majors”; that is, students’ ability to master the course content should not depend on bringing to it the kind of specialized knowledge typically possessed by students majoring in a discipline. Although most B courses will be introductory in nature, upper-division courses may qualify as B courses if they do not require students to have specialized knowledge or specific prerequisites.

In addition, a DB course should substantially fulfill AT LEAST ONE of the following three conditions:

1. It explicitly addresses how and why a discipline (or disciplines) defines, acquires and organizes knowledge in particular ways; it identifies important questions and problems in the discipline (or disciplines) and describes procedures used to generate valid answers to the questions or workable solutions to the problems.
2. It is designed to give students a broad understanding of the historical development and/or the contemporary dynamics of the physical, natural, social and/or cultural environments.

3. It provides a survey of a substantial body of the knowledge, theories and/or controversies that are deemed to be central to a discipline (or disciplines).



	All Designated Breadth courses are assigned to one (or more) of the Breadth areas: Humanities, Science and/or Social Science. Please identify the area(s) that seems most appropriate to the content of your course and answer the following questions, clarifying how the B criteria pertain to each of these areas. (For example, a course in Psychology could be designated as B-Soc or B-Sci, or both, depending on its approach to the subject matter.) 
Which Breadth requirement(s) is the course designed to satisfy?    FORMCHECKBOX 
 B-Hum     FORMCHECKBOX 
 B-Sci      FORMCHECKBOX 
 B-Soc



	1. Explain how this course explicitly addresses how and why a Humanities/Science/Social Science discipline (or disciplines) defines, acquires and organizes knowledge in particular ways; it identifies important questions and problems in the Humanities/Science/Social Science and describes the procedures used to generate valid answers to the questions or workable solutions to the problems.

2. Explain how this course introduces important concepts for understanding the historical development and/or contemporary dynamics of: 

· our Western and/or non-Western heritage of thought and culture (Humanities);

· the physical, natural, and/or technological environments we inhabit (Science);

· the social environments we inhabit (Social Science).

3. Explain how this course provides a survey of a substantial body of the knowledge, theories and/or controversies that are deemed central to a Humanities/Science/Social Science discipline or disciplines.

4. Describe any other ways in which this course meets the goals and criteria of a Designated Humanities/Science/Social Science Breadth course.



	Has the course content changed since September 2004?       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes            FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Should SFU have questions about this B application, please provide instructor(s) email and telephone contact information.

Please contact slrhodes@sfu.ca if you have any questions regarding this form.


If you wish to submit your course for SFU B assessment, please complete this form and attach it to your course outline. This process is necessary for any courses that do not articulate to specific SFU B courses.  SFU will not be able to consider incomplete documentation.
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