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INTRODUCTION  

The primary deliverable of the project was to present a proposal for an inter-institutional 

transfer credit grid of all credit course offerings that are identified as an international field 

school course or program offered by BC post-secondary institutions. As the consultant 

contracted for Phase 1 my three specific tasks were: 

 

1. Research of international field school and program offerings  

2. Sectoral consultation and analysis 

3. Recommendations  

 

As stated in the project contract there are additional deliverables, which will be the 

responsibility of the BC Council for International Education (BCCIE) in Phase II of the project. 

These are a common format/template for course/program offerings including program content 

and a short-term program consortium agreement. It has been confirmed by Dr. Randall Martin, 

Executive Director for BCCIE, that private educational institutions operating in BC are now one 

of the Council’s stakeholders none of which, however, are currently offering field school courses 

or programs which would impact this phase of the project.  

 

My contract started on October 14, 2008 with a final report submission date of May 31, 2009. I 

have maintained timely contact with Dr. Randall Martin in regards to my scheduled meetings 

and associated activities as well as sought his expert advice on relevant project topics and issues 

related to international education in the BC post-secondary system.  

RESEARCH AND SECTORAL CONSULTATIONS 

A BCCIE Project Working Group, located in Appendix 1, has been formed and I met with them on 

October 14, 2008. This was my starting point on the project, which gave me an opportunity to 

learn about the details of the deliverables and expectations of Phase 1. It was also an 

opportunity to learn about the long-term goals of the project. At this meeting it was decided 

that an electronic survey would be sent to the BCCIE member institution contacts requesting 

information concerning their respective international field school course and program offerings.  

The survey format and questions were confirmed in consultation with the Project Working 

Group and myself, and then sent from BCCIE in early November 2008.  

 

Concurrently with the activity I began a search of BC public post-secondary websites; specifically 

the sections that described international educational opportunities for students to experience 

field school courses and programs. Also, by late October 2008-early November 2008 I started to 

arrange meetings with representatives of selected BC post-secondary institutions. The 

personnel were from the International Education Office as well as the Registrar’s Office.  These 

individuals have the knowledge and the operational expertise for me to gather the required 
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information needed for this phase of the project. As I progressed with the meetings there were 

other organizations along with events that were included in this schedule, see Appendix 2.   

TOPICS AND ISSUES 

My on-site meetings were conducted by following a consistent agenda that included: 

 Undergraduate Admissions Policies and Processes, including Letter of Permission 

 Institutional Computer Student Records Databases, including identification of courses 

and students  

 Academic Policies, including Degree Residency requirements 

 BC Council on Admissions and Transfer (BCCAT) Transfer Credit Articulation Process 

 BCCAT, BCCIE and B.C. University and College Publications/Websites 

 Report options to identify/select field school courses/programs and students 

This format was very helpful to have as a focus for the discussions and also allowed for sufficient 

flexibility to explore other relevant current and future academic and operational items related 

to the project. 

 

I have identified eight issues, in order of importance, which would have an impact on the 

primary deliverable of the project: 

1. BCCAT Transfer Credit Evaluation System 

Participating ‘sending’ and ‘receiving’ institutions articulate 100-200 level courses but 

are reluctant to include 300-400 level courses.  

2. International Field School Courses/Programs are dominant at the 300-400 level 

At least 80% of current field school courses/programs are offered at the upper level 

(300-400) and typically have registration restrictions. 

3. Variety of institutional student records systems databases 

Commercial and ‘home grown’ databases have various operational constraints. 

4. International Field School Course/Program Identification/Descriptions 

There is a range of terminology used to describe or record field school courses/ 

programs in academic calendars, websites, student records databases, and on student 

transcripts. 

5. Academic policy concerning degree residency requirements 

Students are normally required to complete their final two years of a degree with senior 

(300-400 level) courses from their ‘home’ institution only.  

6. Letter of Permission 

Institutions recognize this document in lieu of an official transcript from a Visiting 

Student 

7. Post-Secondary Application Service of British Columbia(PASBC) 

An emerging trend for some institutions is that they have switched back to instructing 

new students (e.g. Visiting Students) to apply for admission directly and may then 

bypass PASBC. 
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8. Student Recruitment 

Opportunities for institutions to attract Visiting Students could be problematic.  

 

On two occasions I gave a PowerPoint presentation including follow up questions and answers 

that addressed these issues – BCCIE Member Professional Development Event and the B.C. 

Registrars’ Association (BCRA) Spring Meeting.  

INTER-INSTITUTIONAL TRANSFER CREDIT GRID CONCEPT 

As a result of my research and consultations, I have reached the opinion that the primary 

deliverable of a ’stand-alone’ inter-institutional transfer credit grid is impracticable to display 

the transferability of field school courses/programs among participating institutions.  I also 

suggest that the appropriate representatives from BCCIE establish a working relationship with 

BCRA and possibly BCCAT to consider a workable model in the future. 

 

The interactions between BCCAT, specifically the Transfer Credit Evaluation System (TCES) 

component, and the role of the B.C Universities and Colleges as ‘sending and/or receiving’ 

institutions in the evaluation of university level courses for transfer credit have evolved to a 

highly sophisticated and reliable service for students as well as other appropriate users within 

the Province and elsewhere. The TCES annual business cycle represented by course changes 

(new course articulation, review of existing course articulation, course number changes or 

course deletion) corresponds as follows:  

 January-June (high) 

July-August (low) 

September – December (moderate) 

 

For the latest period of activity, April 1, 2008-March 31,2009, the number of course changes was 

10,192. My research and the responses to the previous mentioned electronic survey revealed 

there are fewer than 100 international field school course/program offerings and at least 80% 

were at the 300-400 level. The number of course/program offerings tends to vary within an 

academic year by institution.  Although the ‘receiving’ institutions in this process include: UVic, 

SFU, UNBC, UBC and UBCO, it is, unfortunate these five do not participate also as  ‘sending’ 

institutions of 300-400 level courses and perhaps 100-200 level courses. The significance of this 

fact is that the transfer credit articulation process is dominated by colleges as ‘sending’ 

institutions which offer university transfer courses up to 2nd year level and the recently-

legislated degree-granting institutions which, in most cases, participate as both ‘senders’ and 

‘receivers’. 

 

I am pleased to report that BCCAT has agreed to ‘host’ the field school course/program 

information on their website which could also allow a data feed to the BCCIE website. 

Essentially, the TCES functionality could accommodate those identified international field school 

courses offered at the 100 and/or 200 levels. Further, this system includes an electronic form for 
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the submission of a new course request that is exchanged between ‘sending’ and ‘receiving’ 

institutions. This form could be modified to add a line underneath the ‘Course Number’ row, 

which would say -“Is this an international field school course?” and check box for ‘yes or no’ (see 

Appendix 3).  The key benefit of this feature would be to identify, earlier, an international field 

school course or program for participating  ‘sending’ and ‘receiving ‘ institutions. As a further 

enhancement, it would be useful to provide an explanation of what a field school course is by 

having a dotted line underlining field school in the text of the above mentioned question.  A user 

would ‘mouse over’ the words that would then have an explanation pop up defining a field 

school.  

 

However, I have found that the problematic piece in this transfer credit articulation transaction 

would be that typically international field school programs award credit for already articulated 

university transfer courses at the 100-200 levels. As such, it is common that these courses are 

available for registration by students who are not necessarily associated with an international 

field school program.  Therefore, these courses are being used for two different purposes. 

 

An example from an institutional website on this point is: 

Langara College>External Studies>Field Studies>Europe (Art History)> Study in Europe: Art 

History 

The program includes three courses (12 university transfer credits): Art History 1110(6 credits), 

Art History 1210(3 credits) and Art History 1118(3 credits).  

 

These courses comprise the program for a field school student registered in the European Field 

School. However, a non-field school student could take one or more of these courses and if 

successful be awarded credit, too. In this example, the program name - Study in Europe: Art 

History, does identify for a student the opportunity for a field school experience rather than the 

three specific Art History courses.  

 

The fact that the vast majority of the international field school courses/programs are at the 300-

400 level which are not articulated for transfer credit via TCES presents an on-going challenge to 

inform students from a central resource.  There is a feature on the BCCAT Transfer Guide site 

that includes a tab, Other Transfer Guides, which is usually in a static narrative form and which 

requires manual updates. This option could give participating institutions a web based location 

to provide information on ALL course levels (100-400) of international field school courses and 

programs plus links to their respective institutional websites for more details including how a 

student and other users could confirm current international field school course and program 

information, including transfer credit.  

 

It will be necessary for representatives from BCCIE and hopefully BCCAT to determine the 

format of the posted information, while BCCIE will be responsible for regular updates.  
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I do want to note that BCCAT-TCES is a fully functional system for the transfer credit articulation 

process of 100-200 level as well as 300-400 level courses.  However, at this time some 

institutions are reluctant to include 300-400 level courses as well as become ‘sending’ 

institutions.  

INTERNATIONAL FIELD SCHOOL COURSE/PROGAM IDENTIFICATION/DESCRIPTION 

In general terms, the information presented for students and other users who do a search on a 

website or access other communication pieces for this type of course/program offerings would 

usually find the minimum essential specifications.  These would include course/program 

destination, academic discipline(s), program name, course credit, dates, costs, financial aid and 

academic eligibility. The typical institutional website has a directory to select on the key word 

‘international’ and then proceed from there to ‘drill down’ to obtain information on this type of 

academic opportunity.  

 

However, the terminology which exists to identify the institutional area of responsibility and the 

generic label ‘field school’ could be confusing for students and other users.  

 

As examples:  

Langara College-> External Studies ->Field Studies->Europe (Art History);  

SFU-> International Activities-> SFU International->Field School Destinations;  

VIU->International Education ->Study Abroad ->Short Term Study Abroad Programs;  

Camosun College-> Camosun –>International->Study Abroad ->Field Schools  

UVic –> International and Exchange Student Services->Study Abroad->UVic Departmental 

Opportunities.  

 

These differences are perhaps more a reflection of institutional academic and administrative 

naming conventions.  For internal users the familiarity eases the search steps, but for an 

external user it could be confusing.  

 

The end product that is of significant importance for students and appropriate educational 

personnel is an official transcript. This document is the piece in the sequence of events that 

confirms for students the completion of this educational endeavor. As I discovered, institutional 

systems technology, including record keeping policies and practices, demonstrated the variety 

of student records systems databases and the clarity, or not, of recording ‘field school’ work.  

 

Examples from four institutional transcripts illustrate this point: 

SFU-Summer 2008(Appendix #4) 

Langara College –Fall 2008(Appendix # 5) 

VIU- 2007-04-30 to 2007-08-17 Bachelor of Science (Appendix #6) 

UVic.-Summer 2008(Appendix #7) 
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ACADEMIC POLICIES 

It is common that degree-granting institutions require students to complete their final two years 

of study by taking the home institution senior courses (300-400 level) and not through other 

institutions. This policy could restrict access by senior students with the opportunity to 

experience many international field school courses/programs. 

VARIETY OF INSTITUTIONAL STUDENT RECORDS SYSTEMS DATABASES 

There is an on-going replacement of student records systems databases by institutions that has 

occurred for the past several years.  The results of which are that commercial systems are now 

prevalent in B.C. post – secondary institutions as well as elsewhere in Canada and the United 

States.   These products are usually represented by: SCT-Banner, Data Tel-Colleague and 

PeopleSoft.  

 

The consequence for a project with this specialized focus is that any desired modification 

requests from an institution would need to be presented to a users client advisory group for 

consideration.  This would not be an easy task!  

LETTER OF PERMISSION 

There seems to be the perception among those responsible for the administration of 

international field school courses and programs that the letter of permission admissions 

requirement for Visiting Students presents somewhat of an obstacle. I suggest that it is a 

reasonable policy compared to the conventional requirement that new students submit one or 

more official transcripts.  

PASBC 

The relevance of this agency to the project would be for Visiting Students who want to apply for 

admission to a specific institution to take an international field school course or program. There 

was discussion about this item in my meetings and presentations as a way to identify, more 

readily, those students by the selected institution. However, to accommodate this added 

admissions information sent electronically from PASBC to the institution concerned, it would 

likely require a new data field or a modification to an existing one on the institutional database; 

again this would not be straightforward. Also, as mentioned previously there is seemingly less 

value to pursue this concept as institutions are instructing new students to apply directly 

through their website rather than PASBC. 

STUDENT RECRUITMENT 

I raised this topic in discussions with institutional representatives to gauge the level of interest 

as another opportunity to promote field school courses and programs as an educational 

experience for Visiting Students and perhaps other potential applicants. It seems that the 

overriding challenge to pursue this recruitment activity would be the admissions priority given 

to ‘in-course’ students over students from elsewhere when there are established quotas.  
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I would describe the present field school programming offered by several of the B.C. post-

secondary institutions as providing an excellent range of enhanced educational experiences for 

students, either as a declared program curriculum requirement or as a value added choice to 

their area(s) of specialization towards a credential.  

 

The methods of delivery and communication strategies of field school course/program offerings 

exhibited by the institutions involved tend to be more individual although there is a collective 

mind set as members of BCCIE. My recommendations are intended for consideration by BCCIE 

as a venture to utilize the BCCAT structure to provide a central information resource location, in 

addition to the individual institutional websites and other promotional pieces.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

June 2009-December 2009 

1. Implement in consultation with BCCAT-Transfer Credit Evaluation System (TCES) the 

existing new course request form exchanged between ‘sending’ and ‘receiving’ 

institutions. Add a question including an explanation of an international field school 

course and a ‘yes/no’ check box that this course request for transfer credit evaluation is 

an international field school course not previously articulated for transfer credit.  

 

2. Prepare in consultation with BCCAT a narrative entry to describe current field school 

courses/programs at ALL levels (100-200-300-400) as part of the Transfer Guide-Other 

Transfer Guidessection that would include links to the International Education sections 

on institutional websites and also BCCIE. 

 

3. Re-confirm the field school courses/programs offered in 2009 by sending a survey from 

BCCIE to member institutions to achieve a comprehensive list. 

 

4. Pre-load, by BCCAT, the identifiable individual field school courses already articulated 

for transfer credit at the 100 and/or 200 levels as submitted in Recommendation #3. 

 

5. Send a joint announcement from BCCIE and BCCAT to the BC post-secondary institutions 

that describes Recommendations #1, #2 and #3 plus post a similar notice on the BCCIE 

website. 

 

6. Encourage BCCIE member institutions to monitor for consistency the international field 

school course/program minimum essential specifications on their websites and 

associated print publications.  Consider including information related to the eligibility of 

Visiting Students; any quotas for internal and external students and course specific 

credit.  For example, Art History 1210 = 3 credits rather than 3 units of 2nd year credit.   
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7. Lastly, include a list of potential field school courses/programs to be offered at future 

dates.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

January 2010-June 2010 

8. Form a BCCIE-BCRA-BCCAT Working Group to discuss options to submit those 

individualfield school courses at the 300-400 level via BCCAT-TCES. Another alternative 

would be to consider a Memorandum of Understanding among degree granting 

institutions that would permit a maximum number of credits that a 3rd or 4th year 

student would be allowed to use toward their degree by completing an acceptable field 

school course/program offered by another recognized institution. 

 

9. On-going monitoring of the recommendations and related issues of this project by 

BCCIE. 
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Appendix #1 

BCCIE Project Working Group: 

Dr. Randall Martin, Executive Director- BCCIE 

Trevor Corkum, Director- BCCIE 

Kate Jennings, Acting Director- SFU International 

Audrey Hansen, Manager, Study Abroad- Vancouver Island University 

Thevi Pather, Associate Director- Camosun College International 

Carolyn Russell, Director Student Success- University of Northern BC 
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Appendix #2 

Project Meetings/Presentations: 

- October 14, 2008: BCCIE Project Working Group 

- October 23, 2008: University of Victoria  

 Pierre Laliberte, Manager, International & Exchange Student Services 

- October 27, 2008: Camosun College  

 Thevi Pather, Associate Director 

- November 4, 2008: Vancouver Island University  

 Audrey Hansen, Manager, Study Abroad 

- November 18, 2008: BCCIE  

 Randall Martin, Executive Director 

 Gordon McNeil, Director International Education- Langara College 

- November 23, 2008: BC campus-PASBC  

 David Porter, Executive Director 

 Greg Link, Manager, Enrolment Services 

 Randall Martin, Executive Director- BCCIE 

Note: David Glen and Randall Martin phone conversation re: meeting results   

- December 4, 2008: University of Victoria 

 Lauren Charlton, Associate Registrar, Records & Registration 

 Chris Purse, Coordinator/Transfer Credit Administrative Officer 

 Pierre Laliberte, Manager, International & Exchange Student Services 

- December 9, 2008: Vancouver Island University 

 Fred Jacklin, Registrar & Director of Enrolment Services 

 Audrey Hansen, Manager, Study Abroad 

- December 17, 2008: BCCAT 

 Mike Winsemann, Transfer & Technology Manager 

 Jennifer Orum, Special Projects Coordinator 

 Randall Martin, Executive Director- BCCIE 

- January 12, 2009: University of Victoria 

 Jim Anglin, Associate Vice-President & Director, Office of International Affairs 

 Pierre Laliberte, Manager, International & Exchange Student Services 

- January 14, 2009: Simon Fraser University 

 Kate Ross, Registrar & Senior Director Student Enrolment 

 Kate Jennings, Acting Director, SFU International 

 Shona Toner, International Mobility Coordinator 

- January 14, 2009: Langara College 

 Kevin Paul, Registrar & Dean of Student Support Services 
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 Kyle Vuorinen, Assistant Registrar, Admissions 

- January 23, 2009: BCCIE Professional Development Event 

 David Glen, Project Update presentation   

 Patricia Bowron, Director, International Education- College of the Rockies  

 Gordon Shuster, Director, International Education- Okanagan College 

- February 2, 2009: Camosun College 

 Dawn Sutherland, Director Camosun College International 

 Thevi Pather, Associate Director- Camosun College International   

 Bill Code, Associate Registrar 

- February 13, 2009: University of British Columbia 

 Carol Zachs, Coordinator, Go Global 

 Michael Bluhm, Associate Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions 

 Nicole McDonald, Transfer Credit Coordinator 

 Raymond Kaan, Manager, Records & Registration 

- February 25, 2009: BC Registrars Association Spring Meeting 

 Project presentation, David Glen and Kate Jennings, Acting Director- SFU 

International 

- April 8, 2009: BCCAT 

 Mike Winsemann, Transfer & Technology Manager 

 Jennifer Oram, Special Projects Coordinator 

- April 8, 2009: BCCIE 

 Randall Martin, Executive Director 
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Appendix #3 
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Appendix #4 
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